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NATIONAL DEFENCE MEDAL

Thank you for your letter of 18 January about the National Defence Medal (NDM). I am
replying as Head of the Honours and Appointments Secretariat with responsibility for
honours and medals.

The decision not to proceed with an NDM was taken following the most complete and far-
reaching, and independent review of military medals for a generation. The matter
received very thorough attention by the Committee for the Grant of Honours, Decorations
and Medals (which is responsible for advising The Queen on medals policy), and
followed a detailed and wide-ranging review led by Sir John Holmes that included
consulting many veterans' groups. lndeed, in case you are not aware, you might like to
know that the Committee took a further look at the issue in February 2015, when it
reviewed recent correspondence from Colonel Scriven, the Co-Chairman of the UK NDM
Campaign, as it wanted to reassure veterans that it had taken full account of all the
points they had made. Nonetheless, members remained unpersuaded of the case at this
time.

You will appreciate that the review was carried out by an independent team and the
arguments examined exhaustively. I therefore have to tell you that there are no plans for
further work on this issue. Nor can I offer you a timescale when it might be sensible to
return to it.

Regarding the anticipated costs of the introduction of an NDM, the Committee's
discussions went far beyond the narrow consideration of cost: many other factors were
also considered.

You also referred to the fact that a National Defence Medal has been awarded by some
other governments. I am sure you will understand when I say that UK medals policy
cannot be based on what other countries do. This does mean that some Commonwealth
veterans have been issued with an NDM but not British veterans and while The Queen is
the monarch of Commonwealth Realms, the rules concerning medals for Commonwealth
countries are set by their own government.



Finally, I would like to assure you that the Government has the highest regard for all

those, past and present, who have served in the Armed Forces.
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